
WHAT’S NEW AT SCWA

State Department of Health Allows Method That Detects Perfluorinated Compounds at 
Two Parts-Per-Trillion

               
              
The Suffolk County Water Authority has received approval from the New York State Department of Health 
to use a test method developed in-house that will not only detect perfluorinated compounds such as PFOS 
and PFOA down to lower levels than current methods but will also save time and money.

SCWA received approval from the state for a testing method that bypasses the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency-approved solid phase extraction in favor of a method by which the sample collection is injected 
directly into a highly sensitive mass spectrometer. Eliminating solid phase extraction is not only quicker and 
less expensive but detects the contaminants down to two parts-per-trillion, which is significantly lower than 
the EPA method. 
              
“New York State generally does not approve methodologies, so we’re very proud to have our method ap-
proved for use,” said SCWA Director of Water Quality and Laboratory Services, Kevin Durk. “We feel the 
method we developed will serve as a great tool in our efforts to address the contamination of Long Island’s 
groundwater by perfluorinated compounds.”
  
SCWA is not the first to use direct injection for chemical testing but is the first to receive approval for its 
use in New York State to test for perfluorinated compounds. In addition to testing for PFOS and PFOA, the 
method can also be used for approximately 10 additional perfluorinated compounds, though the additional 
compounds are not as potentially toxic as PFOS and PFOA. 

PFOS and PFOA are fluorinated organic chemicals used to make carpets, clothing, furniture fabrics, paper 
packaging for food and non-stick cookware, among other products. They have also been used in various in-
dustrial processes and in firefighting foams. Both are considered to be potentially carcinogenic by the EPA. 

Although there is currently no chemical specific maximum contaminant level for PFOS/PFOA, SCWA 
removes the chemicals from the water supply when detected with granular activated carbon or resin. “The 
approval of this test method is just the latest example of the extraordinary measures taken by the Suffolk 
County Water Authority to ensure the safety of our customers’ drinking water,” said SCWA Chairman      
Patrick G. Halpin. “When it comes in particular to emerging contaminants, no one is doing more to protect 
the public health than SCWA.” SCWA is currently pursuing a patent for its PFOS/PFOA test method.

SCWA Receives Approval for PFOA/PFOA Test That is Faster, Less 
Expensive and Detects to a Lower Level
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WHAT’S NEW AT SCWA

The Suffolk County Water Authority has been honored by the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 
with the Sustainable Utility Management Award, the highest honor awarded by the organization. 

SCWA Deputy Chief Executive Officer for Operations Joseph Pokorny accepted the award on SCWA’s behalf 
at AMWA’s Executive Management Conference in Newport, Rhode Island last week. The award recognizes 
water utilities that have made a commitment to management that achieves a balance of innovative and suc-
cessful efforts in areas of economic, social and environmental endeavors. 

“Sustainability is at the heart of every decision we make at SCWA, so to be recognized by AMWA for our 
efforts in this area was incredibly gratifying for us,” SCWA Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey W. Szabo said. 
“Whether it’s reducing our carbon footprint or taking steps to protect our sole source aquifer, we know how 
critical it is to ensure future generations of Long Islanders have access to the same great water we provide 
today.” 

AMWA pointed to the SCWA’s new tiered-rate structure, which incentivizes customers to use water judi-
ciously, as well as its “Water Wise” programs, which provide customers with customized water-saving plans 
and financial incentives for buying water-saving devices. Judges also cited SCWA’s strong public outreach 
programs such as its education center and WaterTalk program, both of which help Suffolk residents under-
stand the importance of protecting our precious water supply.  

“AMWA awards spotlight the exceptional advances of public drinking water utilities that lead the nation 
toward sustainability through innovative management practices, executive leadership and employee com-
mitment,” said AMWA President Steve Schneider, General Manager of Saint Paul Regional Water Services. 
“Communities that rely on AMWA’s 2019 award winning utilities for safe, clean drinking water can also take 
pride in their outstanding utility management performance.” 

The Sustainable Utility Management Award is the third award SCWA has received from AMWA after win-
ning the Association’s Platinum Award in 2015 and Gold Award in 2017.
 

SCWA Wins National Award for Sustainability



The Suffolk County Water Authority is nearing the completion of the longest 24-inch diameter water main 
project in its history, a project that will bolster the water supply available to the Westhampton area and 
bring high quality water straight from the heart of the Central Pine Barrens.  The project will connect 
the water system in the Northampton/Riverside/Flanders area to the system in the Westhampton area via 
a new 14,000-foot water main currently being installed on Speonk Riverhead Road. When it goes into 
service, which is expected to occur in July, the new pipe will connect water main on County Road 51 in 
Northampton to water main on Old Country Road in Speonk with the capacity to transport as much as 
two million gallons per day.

In addition to bringing to the Westhampton area water from the core of the Central Pine Barrens, the 
project will a provide a tremendous supply boost that will help alleviate supply concerns during the early 
morning hours of hot summer days, when many residents tend to activate automated lawn watering sys-
tems. Last year, during a particularly dry stretch, SCWA requested that area residents voluntarily reduce 
their water use to help alleviate stress on local water infrastructure. The interconnection will also benefit 
residents of Northampton, Riverside and Flanders, providing increased available supply in those commu-
nities as well. 

SCWA Chairman Patrick Halpin joined State Senator Kenneth LaValle, Assemblyman Fred Thiele Jr., 
County Legislator Bridget Fleming and Town of Southampton Supervisor Jay Schneiderman at the project 
site to review progress.    

“This project exemplifies our mission at the Suffolk County Water Authority—to ensure that an ample 
supply of the highest quality water is always available to our customers,” Halpin said. 

“Water is our most valuable resource and we appreciate the talents, forethought, and infrastructure of the 
SCWA in providing high quality water to our area,” Fleming said.

WHAT’S NEW AT SCWA
  Water Main Project to Provide Major Supply Boost,   

Central Pine Barrens Water, to Westhampton Area
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